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Bishops engaging with the Department of 
Education in relation to school patronage 

Bishops reaffirmed their 
ongoing commitment to the 
reconfiguration of patronage at 
primary school level. Bishops, 
as patrons, are committed to 
proactively engaging with the 
Department of Education in 
relation to reconfiguration of 
patronage. Bishops support an 

educational landscape which reflects the reality 
of the increasingly diverse society in our 
country.  A true plurality of patronage across the 
country should ensure parental choice whilst 
enabling patrons to be true to their own ethos 
and characteristic spirit. 

Parents are the first and primary educators of 
their children. It follows that the State should be 
responsive to the rights of parents to have their 
philosophical and religious beliefs supported 
during their children’s education. Parental 
choice is paramount, and that choice must be 
given full expression in any reconfiguration 
process.  Within any new provision, parents 
who choose it should have access to an 
appropriate number of schools under Catholic 
patronage, which are enabled and supported in 
their Catholic ethos. 

Bishops would like to move as quickly as 
possible to a situation in which the State 
supports parents with the provision of schools 
whose ethos genuinely reflects what they want 
for their children.  Going forward, bishops wish 
to have a fruitful dialogue about the best way of 
ensuring that our school system reflects a 
diversity of provision. 

Birth Information and Tracing Bill 

Bishops welcomed the publication of 
the Birth Information and Tracing Heads 
of Bill on 11 May last, by Minister Roderic 
O’Gorman TD, Minister for Children, 
Equality, Disability Integration and Youth, 
and reiterated their commitment to 
ensuring that dioceses can legally share 
whatever information they have in relation 
to adopted persons.  To that end the 
Bishops’ Conference will write to the 
Minister in the coming days to request a 
meeting to discuss how this may be 
achieved in the drafting of the legislation.  
 

World Day for Grandparents, 25 July 

Bishops welcomed the 
introduction by Pope Francis 
of a new World Day for 
Grandparents and the Elderly, 
which will be celebrated for 
the first time this year on 
Sunday 25 July. 

The Holy Father has now instituted an 
annual World Day into the Church 
calendar to be celebrated on the Sunday 
closest to the Feast of Saint Joachim and 
Saint Anne, parents of Mary and 
grandparents of Jesus.  

A new dedicated World Day offers a 
welcome focus by the Church on 
grandparents and elders, a cohort of people 
who have particularly suffered during the 
pandemic. Grandparents and elders have a 
mission to encourage young people on 
their faith journey.  

First Confessions in Boardsmill, Gaelscoil na Boinne,  
St Mary’s and St Michael’s 

It is a pleasure to celebrate First Confession for the children 
getting ready for First Holy Communion. The teachers have 
done great work preparing the children in the classroom. The 
support of parents in helping the children at home is vital too. 
Thanks to everyone involved. 

 



Mass intentions 
Sat 7pm Georgie Herterick (MM)  
Ann Josephine McKenna 
Sunday 9am Mass 
Boardsmill 10am Sean Brogan (first anniv), 
deceased family 
Philip Morgan, John, Nell, Matt, Mary Brogan 
Sunday 11am Christine Griffith 
Gerry, Bessy, Rosemary, Malachy Lee 
Monday Owen Farrell 
Tuesday Mass for people’s intentions 
Wed Michael O’Donnell  
Paddy, Mary Gantley & Dec’d Family 
Thursday Bernard, Elizabeth Markey 
Friday Patrick Ginnerty 

Saturday 10am Patrick Corscadden (MM) 
Saturday 7pm James Rochford (MM)  
Nancy, Maryann, Laurence Coy 
Michael Flannery 
Sunday 9am Mass 
Boardsmill 10am Mass 
Sunday 11am Mass 

We pray for the deceased  
Jennie Ayton, Griffin Park 
Pat Carroll, Mornington Heights 
Colm Markey, Newtown 
Michael Malee, Castle Abbey 
Mary Curran (née Lynch), Athboy 
Shauna Mala Coloe, Clonard  

 

Covid-19 Guidelines 
 Enter and leave by the entrance and 

exit nearest to your seat 
 Wear a face covering  
 Use designated seats  
 Use sanitizer when you enter and when 

you leave 
 Give space to the person receiving 

Holy Communion before you 
 Webcam is available for Sunday 

Masses at 9am and 11am only 
 Sunday Masses at 7pm (vigil), 9am and 

11am (but no 12.30pm) 
 

Outdoor and porch 
seating is available 

for 11am Mass.  

Eucharistic Adoration Sunday 12 noon - 8pm 
 

Parish Financial Statement  

The financial statement for the parish of Trim and 
Boardsmill for 2020 was prepared by independent 
accountants DF Dillon and submitted to the parish 
finance committee for review. A summary of the 
statement is available to parishioners and can be 
taken home with them. 

We want to thank all our parishioners most sincerely 
for their incredible support to the parish over the 
past year. We are aware that many families, 
employees and businesses in Trim and Boardsmill 
suffer particular hardships since the pandemic 
began. Hence we have been very hesitant to speak 
about the financial needs of the parish. However you 
have shown outstanding loyalty to the parish which 
means that we are able to meet our ongoing costs, 
cover loan repayments and we are especially pleased 
that we managed to increase the parish Meals on 
Wheels despite a total drought on fundraising. 

The shortfall in parish income in 2020 relates to the 
Sunday basket collection, given the closure of 
churches for public Masses for most of the year. The 
shortfall has been met by an increase in income from 
parish envelopes and shrines as well as support from 
the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme. We also 
reduced our costs as much as possible during 2020. 

How to contribute to support the parish? 

 Weekly envelopes play a huge part in the 
running of the parish and thanks to all who 
contribute in this way. 

 Sunday Mass collections are not 
permitted during the pandemic 
but the Sunday Collection 
Boxes are situated at each 
entrance to the church. They are 
to be used for the Sunday Mass 
collection and they are emptied 
securely after each Mass. 

 Online donations are a growing part of parish 
income and they are gratefully received. These 
can be standing orders or direct debits or once 
off donations. The online banking details are 
available from the parish office and you will find 
them on www.trimparish.com. 

Parish Finance Committee and Counters 

Thanks to the members of the Committee and 
weekly Counters for their attentive oversight. 
Particular thanks to Mary Hegarty who is retiring 
after many years of dedicated service to the parish. 

 


